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It’s good to worship with you again this morning – seeking God’s heart and God’s message together for us for how God wants to bring the Gospel alive in us and then live out the Gospel through you and me in the world.  This morning we’re picking up our study of The Old Testament book of EXODUS we began the Sunday before Easter.

I teach God’s Word forty Sundays a year here at 2nd Street – so roughly once a month, someone else in our flock or from outside of 2nd Street teaches God’s Word.  Last Sunday, Scott Gratsinger, one of our elders, taught on God’s heart, God’s plan, and God’s expectations for how He wants you and I as His followers to view the money and other resources we’ve been entrusted with … and God’s heart for us to invest these resources into the things He calls us to invest them into … both inside and outside the church … in the world.  Thanks Scott, for your heart and for this excellent teaching.

If you want to know more about this important part of what it means to be a growing, maturing follower of Jesus Christ, and you weren’t here last Sunday, go to the Bible teaching portion of our 2nd Street’s website at www.2ndstreet.org and download Scott’s notes and/or the MP3 or Podcast of the teaching.  But this morning we’re heading back into our study of EXODUS.  So let’s begin with EXODUS 2:15 …

EXODUS 2:15-19 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

[bookmark: 14][bookmark: t][bookmark: 15]15 When Pharaoh heard of this matter, he tried to kill Moses.  But Moses fled from the presence of Pharaoh and settled in the land of Midian, and he sat down by a well.
[bookmark: 16][bookmark: 17]16 Now the priest of Midian had seven daughters; and they came to draw water and filled the troughs to water their father's flock.
[bookmark: 18]17 Then the shepherds came and drove them away, but Moses stood up and helped them and watered their flock.
[bookmark: 19]18 When they [his daughters] came to Reuel their father [also named Jethro … perhaps Reuel, meaning “friend of God” was his proper name, and Jethro, meaning “his excellence” was his title], he said, “Why have you come back so soon today?”
19 So they said, “An Egyptian delivered us from the hand of the shepherds, what is more, he even drew the water for us and watered the flock.” [emphasis added]

After Moses tried to do God’s will his own way, and thought that he’d help God set the Jewish people free from Egyptian slavery by killing Egyptians one at a time, he fled Egypt and ran out into the desert of Midian … a place many people have called “THE BACKSIDE OF THE WILDERNESS”.  Moses no doubt believed he’d completely blown it with God, that there was no way he’d ever be able to get back on track with God’s will for his life.  Ever been there?  Ever thought it was too late to start over with God?  Or that God wouldn’t take back a ragamuffin like you?

If you have, then listen up, because this morning I believe God is inviting you to discover some of the truths Moses discovered out on THE BACKSIDE OF THE WILDER-NESS.  And here’s our FIRST FAITH LESSON …

FAITH LESSON 1

God will never turn His back on us, never forsake us, and never give up on us.  When we try doing God’s will our own way, or when we walk away from God, we’re always one choice away from turning around and coming back home to God.
 
Moses traveled southeast from Egypt into a part of Canaan and Syria called Midian because, unlike the other surrounding areas, Midian didn’t have an extradition agreement with Egypt.  Midian was on both the west and the east sides of the REED SEA, which is also often referred to as the RED SEA.  Throughout our study I’ll refer to this body of water as the REED SEA because it’s a more accurate translation of the Hebrew word used.  In today’s geography, Saudi Arabia is on the east side of the REED SEA, and Egypt is on the west of the REED SEA on the Sinai Peninsula.
 
Remember, Moses had been royalty in Egypt – waited on hand and foot his entire life.  And now that he needs, what is no doubt the first job in his life, he becomes a shepherd – and his internship begins when he offers to water some flocks (probably sheep) that had been brought to the well by the daughters of a Midian priest named Jethro.  And Moses not only watered these women’s flocks, but he also stood up for them against some bullies who were hanging out at the well.

Jethro was more than likely a descendant of one of the six children Abraham had with his wife Keturah … whom he’d married after his beloved wife Sarah died.  One their six sons was named Midian (GENESIS 25:1-2).  It’s beautiful how God led Moses to this specific family at this specific time.  Which brings us to our SECOND FAITH LESSON …

FAITH LESSON 2

God orchestrates the paths of our lives and when we get off these God-paths it’s because we make the choice to walk off on our own.  Period.  But even then, God’s ULTIMATE WILL isn’t thwarted.

And when Jethro’s daughters got home they told him about meeting Moses …

EXODUS 2:20-22 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

20 He said to his daughters, “Where is he then?  Why is it that you have left the man behind?  Invite him to have something to eat.”
21 Moses was willing [content] to dwell with the man, and he gave his daughter Zipporah to Moses.
22 Then she gave birth to a son, and he named him Gershom, for he said, “I have been a sojourner in a foreign land.” [emphasis added]

So Moses is accepted into Jethro’s family, who serves the same God.  There’s obviously a whole lot of the story left out of these verses … as just the MAJOR-LIFE-DECISIONS are focused on.  Moses met Jethro, Moses ate a meal with Jethro, Moses gets engaged and then marries Zipporah, and Moses and Zipporah have a son.  Gang, the decisions we make in our life more often than not result in far-reaching consequences.  Think with me for a minute about just six of the MAJOR LIFE-DECISIONS most of us make in a variety of ways over the course of our lifetimes …

· EDUCATION … decisions about school or other kinds of training, which send us down specific career paths.
· MARRIAGE … getting married, not getting married, or having a marriage that ends in divorce or death and then starting over.
· JOBS AND MOVES FOR JOBS … following your passion and choosing this job over that job … moving here or there for this or that job.
· CHILDREN … having children – or not having children, either by choice or by circumstance.
· INVESTMENTS AND BUSINESS DEALINGS … making a variety of business investments or choosing a variety of business partners.
· ETHICS … violating laws that we get busted … on the first time or the 100th time we break them.  

Friends, the MAJOR-LIFE-DECISIONS that you and I make all have consequences.  By making THIS CHOICE OR THAT CHOICE, we usually cut-short, or sometimes even eliminate other options.  And this is why, by killing the Egyptian, and by running off to Midian as a felon, and by taking Zipporah as his wife and having a son, MOSES SEEMS TO HAVE GIVEN up on the hope of ever living out the calling God originally planted in his heart – becoming the deliverer of Israel.

SERIOUSLY … you and I make a big mistake when we think that Moses’ 40 years in Midian were just filled with him WAITING on the sidelines … and that when we make decisions that cause us to take a hard left, away from GOD’S CALLING, and away from GOD’S ULTIMATE WILL AND PURPOSES for our lives … it’s a big mistake to think that all those years are WASTED.  Even when we make choices that limit other choices for a while, no matter where we’re at we can choose to begin being faithful once again, and we can choose to get back on track with God again, and we can choose to remain loyal to God from that day forward.  This is the reality of THE GREAT EXCHANGE.

Yes, the 40 years Moses lived and worked as a shepherd in Midian were difficult years to be sure – in fact, I bet we can confidently say that Moses never worked harder.  But through those years God trained Moses and shaped him for his future calling.  And God can do, and in fact, desires to do, THE SAME THING IN YOUR LIFE AND IN MY LIFE.

I love when we read in v. 21 that Moses was content to be where he was at in Midian.  In ACTS 7:22 in the sermon Stephen gave before being martyred, we read that Moses was instructed in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and that he was mighty in words and deeds.  Moses was a military hero … he was highly schooled in philosophy and astronomy, in science and history, in language and botany.  In GENESIS 46:34 we read that in the eyes of the Egyptians, shepherds were an abomination.  And so Moses, the man who’d been highly educated, and highly respected was now utterly rejected.  And yet he was content.  How’s that possible?

According to the Apostle Paul’s instruction in PHILIPPIANS 4:11, contentment is precisely what you and I, as followers of Jesus Christ are to look for, find, and live into, because if we don’t learn to be content where we’re at today, we’ll never be content wherever we plan on going, or into whatever new situations life thrusts us into tomorrow.  Moses learned the lesson of choosing to be content no matter what his circumstances were, by finding his identity and his contentment in God.

“Gregg, I know I’m supposed to learn to be content.  I see it in others, but I can’t find it for myself.  What am I doing wrong?”

The answer is in v. 22 …  BE A GERSHOM.  Moses and Zipporah named their son Gershom, meaning “stranger from a far-off land.”  They were saying, “We’re just passing through.  This world is not our home.”  Do you see the key here?  Friends, contentment isn’t hard to learn when we realize that what WE’RE REALLY LONGING FOR IS HEAVEN … not that we’re longing to die, but that we’re longing to live face-to-face lives with God, in the here and now and ultimately in eternity.  

When you and I understand that we’re just strangers on this earth … and that as followers of Jesus Christ we won’t ever really fit in … and that we’re able to be content and enjoy life BECAUSE WE’RE NOT EXPECTING the job, the car, the house, the relationship, the career, the title, or the bank account to do what those things can never really do for us … it’s then then that we’ll start discovering contentment.  When we start seeing ourselves as Gershoms, we’ll take life a whole lot less seriously, and, as a result, our lives will be characterized by relaxation and joy.  Do you see it?

At the end of EXODUS 2 God turns His attention back to the Jews.  And because Moses has become the man He needs him to become in order to accomplish GOD’S WILL GOD’S WAY, the next stage of Moses’ life begins to unfold.  Remember that Moses had THREE VERY DIFFERENT TIME SPANS IN HIS LIFE.  And as we come to the end of EXODUS 2, Moses is transitioning into this third chapter of his life.

· MOSES SPENT THE FIRST 40 YEARS OF HIS LIFE THINKING HE WAS SOMETHING.
· MOSES SPENT THE SECOND 40 YEARS OF HIS LIFE FINDING OUT HE WAS NOTHING.  
· MOSES SPENT THE THIRD 40 YEARS OF HIS LIFE FINDING OUT JUST WHAT GOD CAN DO WITH NOTHING!

EXODUS 2:23-25 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

[bookmark: 24][bookmark: 25]23 Now it came about in the course of those many days that the king of Egypt died.  And the sons of Israel sighed because of the bondage, and they cried out; and their cry for help because of their bondage rose up to God.
[bookmark: 26][bookmark: 27]24 So God heard their groaning; and God remembered His covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
[bookmark: 28][bookmark: x]25 God saw the sons of Israel, and God took notice of them.

God keeps the promises He makes because He’s a covenant-making, covenant-keeping God.  So God kept the promises He’d made to the Jews about giving them a homeland of their own centuries before.  Which brings us to our THIRD FAITH LESSON …

FAITH LESSON 3

God MAKES AND KEEPS promises, vows, and covenants with us.  When we make promises, vows, and covenants with God and with others, God EXPECTS US TO FOLLOW HIS EXAMPLE AND KEEP THEM AS WELL.

And as look into the heart of what God wants to teach us through this story, and we move now through EXODUS 3, I invite you to remain open to see what God is saying to you about what God is calling you to do and about how you’re either WRESTLING with God or SURRENDERING to God.  And remember that while WRESTLING with God isn’t always a sign of DISOBEDIENCE … SURRENDERING to God is always a sign of INCREASING MATURITY AND TRANSFORMATION.

EXODUS 3:1-3 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

1 Now Moses was pasturing the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian; and he led the flock to the west side of the wilder-ness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God [later called Mt. Sinai]
2 The angel of the LORD appeared to him in a blazing fire from the midst of a bush; and he looked, and behold, the bush was burning with fire, yet the bush was not consumed.
3 So Moses said, “I must turn aside now and see the marvelous sight, why the bush is not burned up.” [emphasis added]

EXODUS 3 happens in the shadow of Mt. Horeb, a Hebrew word meaning “desolation”.  This is a place that will soon become an important part of Moses’ story – and later it will be called Mt. Sinai and is the same mountain Moses will climb to be with God and receive THE TEN COMMANDMENTS and THE JEWISH LAW.

It wasn’t all that uncommon to see brush fires in the desert, but in a couple of significant ways this burning bush was different than anything Moses had seen up to this point in his life.  FIRST, it was on fire but it wasn’t burning up.  And SECOND, there was a voice coming out of the middle of it.  It was a reality shift, and even thought there was a high weirdness quotient to what was happening, God was right there in the middle of all of it.  And out of the bush God calls out to Moses, by name.

You know, so often we get it all wrong when we think about how God speaks TO US.  And yet throughout God’s Word, and in our own lives, we see and experience God speaking to us in strange and unusual ways.  And on this day, in the life of Moses, God used a bush.  The Hebrew word translated bush in v. 2 is cenah, which is a thorny bush.  Botanists tell us that thorns are basically aborted branches that don’t make it.  So here’s this common, prickly, thorny bush out in the desert; and even its attempts at growing branches were too weak to amount to much.  In other words, it’s a lot like us.  Gang, God can use ANYTHING TO ACCOMPLISH HIS PURPOSES … EVEN COMMON, SCRAGGLY, THORNY BUSHES LIKE YOU AND LIKE ME.

EXODUS 3:4-6 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

4 When the LORD saw that he turned aside to look, God called to him from the midst of the bush and said, “Moses, Moses!”  And he said, “Here I am.”
5 Then He said, “Do not come near here; remove your sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.”
6 He said also, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.”  Then Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.
 
Notice that God didn't speak to Moses until He has Moses' attention.  Often God's Word doesn't touch our heart the way that it might, or the way that God wants it to, because we’re not giving it enough of our attention.  We’re so busy with our lives, so distracted trying to “do our thing”, so consumed by the MAJOR-LIFE-DECISIONS we’ve made, that it’s difficult to hear God’s voice, let alone, commune with God, and talk with God, and linger with God, and really listen to God, and really hear back from God, and really make choices for our lives that are born, not out of ego, and not out of fear, and not out of circumstance, and not out of greed, but directly out of God’s desires and plans for us that we’ve taken the time for God to share with us.
  
Moses didn't actually see anyone in the burning bush; and yet God, through the voice and the presence of the Angel of the LORD was certainly there, calling out to Moses.  I’ve talked with you about this truth before, but let me reiterate it again:  Jesus Christ has co-existed for all eternity in the Triunity, with God the Father, and God the Holy Spirit.  The word “angel” literally means “messenger,” and can apply not only to angelic messengers, but also to human beings, and even to JESUS CHRIST.  

Jesus Christ took on a human body when He was miraculously conceived in Mary’s womb, but before His incarnation … before His coming in the flesh … Jesus Christ appeared many times, and when this happened He was often referred to as the Angel of the LORD.  So when we read this expression, the Angel of the Lord throughout God’s Word, we should keep our eyes open because more often than not, it’s a pre-incarnate appearance of Jesus Christ.  Here are just five of the many times in God’s Word that the term the Angel of the LORD is used as a reference for Jesus Christ …

GENESIS 3	When Jesus walked with Adam and Eve in Garden.
GENESIS 16	When Jesus met Hagar by a spring in the wilderness.
GENESIS 22	When Jesus met Abraham on the mountain.
JUDGES 6	When Jesus met Gideon as he was threshing wheat.

DANIEL 3	When Jesus joined three Hebrew men who were
	thrown into King Nebuchadnezzar’s furnace and they
	came out alive.

In these times and others, God through Jesus Christ, was being, in essence, His own messenger.  And so Moses met God in the burning bush and Jesus spoke to him as the Angel of the LORD … and He calls out to Moses by name.  And so even though Moses was living in relative obscurity in Midian, it might seem like God had forgotten him, God remembered exactly who Moses was, and Moses was still important to God and to what God needed to accomplish in the world.  THE TRUTH WAS THAT GOD STILL HAD MOSES’ NUMBER.  And let me tell you a story that I’ve told you before about this truth that’s as real for you and me today as it was for Moses thousands of years ago.

ILLUSTRATION … An itinerate Bible teacher we’ll call “Pastor Mike” had been traveling around the USA in a motorhome with him family for a year … teaching God’s Word in churches and conferences.  It had been a long year, and while Mike was once sure God had called he and his wife and their two children … who they’d been homeschooling on the road … to do this … he was weary and discouraged, uncertain that what he was doing was really making any difference.

One night they pulled into a suburb outside of Omaha, Nebraska.  Mike’s wife and kids were excited because it was the one night a week they ate at a restaurant, but when they pulled up to curb, Mike told his family that he wanted them to go in and get supper, and to just get him something to go, that he just didn’t feel up to being around anyone, and that he just wanted to lay down on the bed in the back of the motor home for a while and get some alone-time.

Mike’s family was bummed out to have dinner without him, but after watching his discouragement grow over the past couple of weeks, they understood, and so they headed into the restaurant.

Mike had just curled up on the bed and closed his eyes, when the pay phone on a telephone pole outside his window began to ring.  Thinking someone would answer the phone, Mike tried ignoring it.  But no one answered the call – and the person on the other end didn’t hang up.  And so the phone just kept ringing and ringing.

Finally Mike got up, stormed out of the motorhome, yanked the received off the pay phone and shouted out “Hello!”

“Hello” … “Is this Pastor Mike?” the woman’s voice on the other end of the call asked.

“Uh, yes, it is” Mike said with a bewildered look on his face.  “Who is this?”

“This is Lori.  I live outside of Philadelphia.  I’m blind and pretty much housebound and a while back a friend of mine gave me some of your Bible teaching CDs and God has really been speaking to me through them as I’ve listened to them over and over again.  While I was praying today I asked God if He could let me know your phone number, so I could call you and thank you for your teachings.  And in my mind’s eye I saw your home number, so I called it.  It’s so awesome that you’re home.  Thank you so much for taking my call.”

“Uh, you don’t know the half of it” Mike replied.  I don’t have a home phone.  My family and I have been traveling around the USA for a year in a motorhome and God gave you the phone number of the payphone on a telephone pole outside a restaurant in Omaha, right next to where we had our motorhome parked.  Amazing!”

Lori and Mike went on to have an encouraging conversation – and when Mike’s family got back to the motorhome with his dinner, they were excited to see the reality that when we’re down, when we’re feeling disconnected from God, and when we need encouragement to get back to our calling with passion and joy, that indeed, GOD HAS OUR NUMBER.  Gang, God has my number, and God has your number.

God hadn’t given up on Moses … and in EXODUS 3:7-10 God tells Moses the role He wants Moses to play in His plans.  

EXODUS 3:7-12 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

7 The LORD said, “I have surely seen the affliction of My people who are in Egypt, and have given heed to their cry because of their task-masters, for I am aware of their sufferings.
8 “So I have come down to deliver them from the power of the Egyptians, and to bring them up from that land to a good and spacious land, to a land flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanite and the Hittite and the Amorite and the Perizzite, and the Hivite, and the Jebusite.
9 “Now, behold, the cry of the sons of Israel has come to Me; further-more, I have seen the oppression with which the Egyptians are oppressing them.
10 “Therefore, come now, and I will send you to Pharaoh, so that you may bring My people, these ones of Israel, out of Egypt.”
11 But Moses said to God, “Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh, and that I should bring the sons of Israel out of Egypt?”
12 And He said, “Certainly I will be with you, and this shall be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you:  When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall worship God at this mountain.”

God’s words here of commissioning to Moses remind me of what the Apostle Paul wrote in SECOND CORINTHIANS 6:1 … that even though God can always accomplish all of His plans on His own … that He always wants to work with us, and partner with us, and pour Himself out through us, to accomplish His will and His plans.

SECOND CORINTHIANS 6:1 (CONTEMPORARY ENGLISH VERSION)

1 We work together with God, and we beg you to make good use of God's gift of undeserved grace. [emphasis added]

And in vv. 11-12 when Moses tells God that He’s chosen the wrong guy for the job, God tells Moses that if he will put his trust in Him, He’ll bring all His plans to pass.  And I see a FOURTH FAITH LESSON here …

FAITH LESSON 4

Self-doubt comes when we focus our eyes are ON OUR OWN ABILITY to carry out God’s will on our own.  Faith, trust, and hope come when we focus our eyes ON GOD’S ABILITY to carry out God’s will while partnering with us.

“Who am I, Lord?” Moses asked God.  “Nobody” God replied.  “But you focus on Me, and I’ll you partner with Me and make up the difference!”  And that’s exactly what you and I need to do in order to be most effectively used by God.  This reminds me what the Apostle Paul wrote about this in FIRST CORINTHIANS 1:26-29 …

FIRST CORINTHIANS 6:26-29 (NEW CENTURY VERSION)

26-29 [My fellow Christ-followers] Look at your situation when you were called, brothers and sisters!  By ordinary human standards not many were wise, not many were powerful, not many were from the upper class.  But God chose what the world considers foolish to shame the wise.  God chose what the world considers weak to shame the strong.  And God chose what the world considers low-class and low-life — what is considered to be nothing — to reduce what is considered to be something to nothing.  And no human being can brag in God’s presence. [emphasis added]

LISTEN TO ME … if you’re somebody big - a celebrity, or a wealthy person, or if you’re popular, or strong, or you have a title that’s impressive, you’ve got to become NOTHING to most effectively be used of God.  John the Baptist, Jesus’ first-cousin had a thriving ministry before Jesus arrived onto the scene.  Everyone was coming out to hear John the Baptist preach, and to have him baptize them.  But when Jesus came onto the scene, John the Baptist’s disciples came to John and said, “Oh no!  John, everyone's going over to Jesus' ministry!  What’s going on?”  And John humbly and wisely replied in JOHN 3:30 … “Jesus must increase, and I must decrease.”

Oh friends, this is the attitude you and I have got to choose to have if we’re going to invite God’s pruning and transformation in our lives, and if we’re going to continue growing in our relationship with God.  And I see a FIFTH FAITH LESSON here …

FAITH LESSON 5

God isn’t glorified in our lives until we make the choice to humbly allow God to increase, and wisely force ourselves to decrease.  What will it take for you to decrease? 

In EXODUS 3:13-14 God reveals to Moses that He either has really poor grammar, or that the name He ascribes to Himself reveals the eternal dimension of His nature.

EXODUS 3:13-14 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

13 Then Moses said to God, “Behold, I am going to the sons of Israel, and I will say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you.'  Now they may say to me, ‘What is His name?'’ What shall I say to them?”
14 God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM”; and He said, “Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, “I AM has sent me to you.”

The name God for Himself that reveals to Moses here is Yahweh … which wasn’t a new name, nor an unknown name - it fact, it appears over 160 times in the book of GENESIS alone.  Moses’ mother’s name was Jochabed, meaning, Yahweh is my glory.  And by revealing His name, Yahweh to Moses and to the people of the nation of Israel, God wasn’t giving Moses and the rest of the Jews a “NEW AND IMPROVED NAME FOR HIMSELF” … God was calling them back to the faith of their forefathers.  God tells Moses His name is I AM because God simply IS; because there was never a time when God didn’t exist, and there will never be a time when God will not exist.

God doesn’t rely on anything or anyone else for life or for existence because He, Himself is the author of life.  And central to the name I AM is the truth that in our hour of greatest or smallest need, whatever we find lacking, God wants to be, can be, and will be our provision.  God’s name I AM invites us into the reality that when we’re in the darkness, God will be our light … that when we’re hungry, God will be our bread of life … and when we’re lost and defenseless, God is will be our shepherd.

EXODUS 3:15-18 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

15 God, furthermore, said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, ‘The LORD, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.’  This is My name forever, and this is My memorial name to all generations.
16 “Go and gather the elders of Israel together and say to them, ‘The LORD, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, has appeared to me, saying, “I am indeed concerned about you and what has been done to you in Egypt.
17 “So I said, I will bring you up out of the affliction of Egypt to the land of the Canaanite, and the Hittite, and the Amorite, and the Perizzite, and the Hivite, and the Jebusite, to a land flowing with milk and honey.’”
18 “They will pay heed to what you say; and you with the elders of Israel, will come to the king of Egypt and you will say to him, ‘The LORD, the God of the Hebrews, has met with us.  So now, please, let us go a three days' journey into the wilderness, that we may sacrifice to the LORD our God.’

The Jews spent over 100 years as free people in Egypt, and then over 100 years in Egypt as slaves, and during those 200+ years they’d put down roots, and because of those roots, a whole bunch of Jews wanted to stay in Egypt.  And as we’ll see in the upcoming chapters of EXODUS a lot of the Jews will fight against leaving.  And now in EXODUS 3:19-22 God tells Moses how He’s going to use him to bring about His plans …

EXODUS 3:19-22 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

19 “But I know that the king of Egypt will not permit you to go, except under compulsion.
20 “So I will stretch out My hand and strike Egypt with all My miracles which I shall do in the midst of it; and after that he will let you go.
21 “I will grant this people favor in the sight of the Egyptians; and it shall be that when you go, you will not go empty-handed.
22 “But every woman shall ask of her neighbor and the woman who lives in her house, articles of silver and articles of gold, and clothing; and you will put them on your sons and daughters.  Thus you will plunder the Egyptians.”

Forty years before, when it seemed like Moses had everything going for him, the people of Israel rejected him as a deliverer for the nation.  So it makes total sense that Moses would ask God why they’d listen to him now, especially when he’d be coming back into their midst as a lowly shepherd.  And God tells Moses to not worry about it because what had changed was that this time, instead of trying to do God’s will his own way, that Moses, if he wanted to, could choose to do God’s will God’s way – and that with God leading the exodus, the Jews would listen to God’s message through Moses as His messenger.  What have we seen from God’s Word this morning?

· TAKE TIME to learn from whatever chapter of life you’re in right now – even if it’s a WILDERNESS CHAPTER.  Don’t struggle against God’s plans for your life, even when they take you to places you hadn’t planned on, dreamed of, hoped for, or even prayed for.

· TAKE TIME to pay attention to however God speaks to you, even if it’s different than how God has spoken before.  Focus on God’s unchanging character, not on God’s methods.

· TAKE TIME to have intimate conversations with God – you’ll learn important things about God, about others, and about yourself.

· TAKE TIME to let God pour His strength and confidence into you.  When you try to do God’s will your way, you’ll only stall the process of growth and maturity God wants to take you through.
· TAKE TIME for God to teach you that if you follow Him with intimacy and with surrender, He’ll accomplish things in you and through you that will turn the world upside down.

Let me close with the words of 20th-Century British pastor-teacher, author, and revivalist, Leonard Ravenhill … who has taught me more about prayer and God’s heart for revival and holiness than anyone else.  His words seem a fitting capstone to the lessons God has opened up to us through His Word this morning …

“The church has many organizers, but few agonizers; many who pay, but few who pray; many resters, but few wrestlers; many who are enterprising, but few who are interceding.  A worldly Christian will stop praying, and a praying Christian will stop worldliness.  Tithes may build a church, but tears will give it life.

That is the difference between the modern church and the early church.  In the matter of effective praying, never have so many left so much to so few.”

Let’s pray.

NEXT SUNDAY … GREGG LAMM WILL TEACH FROM EXODUS 4.  INVITE SOMEONE WHO DOESN’T YET HAVE A CHURCH HOME, OR WHO IS NOT YET IN A RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS CHRIST, AND THEN
COME PRAYING AND EXPECTING.
 
AND JOIN OTHER 2ND STREETERS AT THE CHURCH OFFICE ON THURSDAY MORNING AT 6:00 A.M. FOR DEVOTIONS.
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It’s 

good

 

to worship with you 

ag

ain this morning 

–

 

seeking God’s heart and God’s 

message 

together 

for us for how God wants to bring the Gospel alive in us and then 

live out the Gospel through you and me in the world.

  

This morning we’re picking up 

our study of 

The Old Testament 

book of 

EXODUS

 

we began the

 

Sunday

 

before 

Easter.

 

 

I teach

 

God’s Word

 

fo

rty

 

Sundays a year 

here at 2nd Street 

–

 

so roughly once a month, 

someone else in our flock or from outside of 2nd Street teaches God’s Word.  Last 

Sunday, S

cott Gratsinger, one of our 

elders, taught on 

God’s hea

rt, God’s plan, and 

God’s expectations for how 

He wants 

you and I as His followers 

to 

view 

the

 

money and 

other resources 

we’ve been entrusted with 

… 

and 

God’s heart for us to invest these 

resources

 

into the things 

He

 

calls us to invest them into

 

… both

 

in

s

ide and outside the 

church … in the world

.

  

Thanks Scott, for 

your heart and for 

this excellent teaching.

 

 

If you want to know more about this important part of what it means to be a growing, 

maturing follower of Jesus Christ, and you weren’t here last Sun

day, go to 

the Bible 

teaching portion of our 

2nd Street’s website at 

www.2ndstreet.org

 

and 

download 

Scott’s notes and/or the MP3 or Podcast of the teaching.  But this morning we’re 

heading back into our study of 

EXO

DUS

.

  

So let’s 

begin

 

with 

EXODUS 2:

15

 

…

 

 

EXODUS

 

2:1

5

-

19

 

(NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

 

 

15

 

When

 

Pharaoh

 

heard

 

of

 

this

 

matter, he

 

tried

 

to

 

kill

 

Moses.  But 

Moses

 

fled

 

from the

 

presence of

 

Pharaoh

 

and

 

settled

 

in 

the land of 

Midian, and he

 

sat

 

down

 

by a

 

well.

 

16

 

Now

 

the

 

priest

 

of Midian

 

had

 

seven

 

daughters; and they came to 

draw water

 

and

 

filled

 

the

 

troughs

 

to

 

water

 

their father's

 

flock.

 

17

 

Then the

 

shepherds

 

came

 

and

 

drove

 

them

 

away, but Moses stood 

up and

 

helpe

d

 

them and

 

watered

 

their

 

flock.

 

18

 

When they

 

[

his

 

daughters

] 

came

 

to

 

Reuel

 

their

 

father

 

[

als

o named 

Jethro … perhaps Reuel, meaning “friend of God” was his proper 

name, and Jethro, meaning “his excellence”

 

was his 

title

]

, 

he

 

said,

 

“

Why

 

have

 

you come back so

 

soon

 

today

?”

 

19

 

So they

 

said, “

An

 

Egyptian

 

deli

vered

 

us from the

 

hand

 

of 

the 

shepherds, 

what

 

is

 

more, he

 

even

 

drew

 

the

 

water

 

for us 

and 

watered the

 

flock.”

 

[

emphasis 

added]

 

 

After Moses tried to do God’s will his own way, and thought that he’d help God set 

the Jewish people free from Egyptian slavery b

y killing Egyptians one at a time, he

 

fled Egypt and ran out into the desert

 

of 

Midian

 

… 

a place

 

many people have called 

“THE BACKSIDE OF THE WILDERNESS”

.  

Moses

 

no doubt believed 

he’d

 

completely 

blown it

 

with God

, that there was no way he’d ever be able t

o get 

back on track with 

